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V' Have A Clesr Goal

V' [dentity Resources

V' Get Organized

V' Make Submission - -
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# 1: Have a Clear Goal .
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What Kind of Funding Do You Need?

 Tuition

 Full Ride (Tuition, Stipend, Benefits)
. Teaching Assistantship

] Research Assistantship

] Research Grant

. Dissertation Fellowship

] Travel Grant

J Summer Fellowship

. Other
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Develop a search strategy – should be goal specific, but will include these basics

Start at your university – department, graduate school, career development office – tell people what you want to do and ask them if they know of opportunities that match – subscribe to any fellowship listings etc.
Look at national organizations for your field to locate lists of funding opportunities
Don’t be afraid to do a google search to see what pops up. 
Don’t forget to capitalize on what makes you unique or connections 
Small money is still money - often can get small awards from churches, fraternity/sororities, local groups, etc.
6. Search early and often – easy to find competitions that happen at the same time every year, but more challenging to find one-time awards or opportunities outside of your comfort zone. 


Campus Resources
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#3: Get Organized
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Create a Filing System
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For each Funding Opportunity

ldentify

Requirements

What should my application include?

APPLICATION
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There are no application forms. Please submit seven (7) packets containing the following, in order:
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* a personal statement explaining how the Congressional Fellowship relates to your professional
goals (around 500 words);
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* the names and contact information for three professional references who have agreed to write
letters of recommendation; and

* a sample of your best writing (one published or unpublished manuscript).

All materials must be collated on three-hole punched paper. Grouped materials will not be accepted.
Applications may be clipped, but no report covers, please.
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Applicants are required to submit three (3) letters of recommendation. Letters should be addressed to
the CFP Selection Committee and sent to the applicant. Letters by e-mail and fax will not be accepted.

When is the Deadline?
DEADLINE

Applications must be postmarked by December 1.




Ask as many (relevant) people as you can about these fellowships, especially those who have won them, in order to get as
many sample points as possible. Gather as much information and feedback as possible before submitting your application to
give yourself the best possible shot. Don't just depend on your gut intuition.”

Philip Guo, NSF Fellow

For Each Funding Opportunity

Do Your Homework

e How Competitive is the
Fellowship?

* How Do You Compare to
Previous Recipients?

e What Can You Do to
Improve Your Prospects?
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Leave sufficient time
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For Each Funding Opportunity
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. a personai statement explaining how the Congressional Fellowship relates 10 your profsssional Se pt. 1

goals {around 500 words);

Update Resu
me
Sept. 15 Identify References

» the names and contact information for three protessional references who have agreed to write

|etters of recommendat‘non; and

E

\

11 . asample of your pest writing (one published or unpublished manuacript}_ D

1’ i n Grouped materials Wil ot be accepted raft Personal

| || materials must be collated on three-hole punc ed paper- rouped matera 5 will 0! pted. Se a State m

| pplications may be clipped, butn@ report covers. please. pt . 30 F | na I | ze P e nt

1

\ ECOMMENDATION LETTERS Oct. 1 ersonal Stateme

\ three (3) letters of recommendation Letters should be addressed i . S en d St t nt
| ir re s a-mail and fav will nnt he arrantal a e m e nt to R f

111 eferences

Identify Writing Sample
Confirm reference letters
Start a_\ssembling package
Submit application (by mail)
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Oct. 30
Nov. 15
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# 5 Submit Application Successfully

3 Avoid Common Mistakes




Avoidable Mistake

You are Not .

Ellglble
Qualified

A “Good Fit”




Avoidable Mistake

Poor Grammar/Spelling

E ectAffe ct

Most of the cime effectisa noun and affectisa verb.

{f you're unsure, try
' <ubstituting a different
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Avoidable Mistake

Boring
/TN




Avoidable Mistake

Incomplete Application
& )

— Missing \
Element




Avoidable Mistake

Missed Deadline
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Any Questions?

Email: Katina.Stapleton@ed.gov
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