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Presentation Notes
I am representing NCCOR today as the NIH-CoChair to the steering committee.NCCOR began in fall 2008 and launched publicly in early 2009.



NCCOR Mission and Members 
• NCCOR brings together four of the nation's 

leading research funders to address the 
problem of childhood obesity in America. 
 Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention 
 National Institutes of Health 
 Robert Wood Johnson  

Foundation 
 U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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NCCOR’s mission is  to accelerate progress in reducing childhood obesity by serving as a coordinating body to improve the efficiency, effectiveness, and application of childhood obesity research.NCCOR does this by:Promoting collaborations between stakeholders ranging from community organizations, research institutions and funders –both public and private- to developers of national policy.Creating and disseminating tools that help to build capacity for research and surveillance methods and their dissemination.Promote innovative ideas to build research capacity and knowledge by promoting new research funding mechanisms, translating and disseminating research findings and building new partnerships to solve problems impacting our ability to act effectively.



To accomplish its 
mission, NCCOR’s 
projects and activities 
align with one or more 
of its five goal areas.  
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NCCOR has five major goals: maximizing intervention strategies, increasing surveillance, building  research capacity, partnering with other health initiatives that impact childhood obesity and #4, to provide national leadership to use research to inform policy development and implementation.Should be noted that NCCOR can not lobby, is not a lobbying organization, but can provide information and expert advise to those interested in policy development.This is accomplished through various mechanisms which I will give examples of in the next few slides.



Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program-Education (SNAP-Ed) 
• NCCOR helped USDA develop guidance to SNAP 

agencies and states following a major shift in the 
national approach and delivery of SNAP-Ed. 
 The toolkit is a collection of evidence-based, actionable 

tools consistent with the context and policies of SNAP and 
incorporating evidence-based obesity strategies. 

• USDA continues to work with NCCOR to refine the 
toolkit to ensure it provides a current list of 
strategies, interventions, and resources. 

• Learn more at http://nccor.org/projects/snap-ed.  
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The Healthy Hunger-Free Act of 2010 requires  that the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP,  must add evidence based obesity prevention strategies in addition to the educational component, using community based and public health approaches. NCCOR leadership was approached to help develop guidance regarding these “best practices” Most recently, NCCOR leadership from the CDC is  involved in the development of systematic evaluation approaches of these statewide programs.In this example NCCOR scientific expertise has helped to inform “best practices” and now is helping to develop research capacity, i.e. the best ways to evaluate efficacy.

http://nccor.org/projects/snap-ed


Why Get Research Used Workgroup? 

• The NCCOR External Scientific Panel (NESP) drafted 
a recommendation related to research translation 
and dissemination.   
 Most research does not get used.  
 Most researchers need to increase their capacity and 

skills to ensure their work reaches and resonates with key 
audiences. 

• The workgroup works with members of the CDC-
supported Nutrition and Obesity Policy Research 
and Evaluation Network (NOPREN) Policy Research 
Impact Working Group.  

 



Latest Accomplishments and Activities 

• Two papers in Preventing Chronic Disease 
 “Getting Research to the Policy Table: A Qualitative Study 

with Public Health Researchers on Engaging with Policy 
Makers” 

  “Elevating the Impact of Nutrition and Obesity Policy 
Research and Evaluation” 

• This year, the workgroup will be compiling and 
promoting research translation and dissemination 
tips and resources through NCCOR communication 
channels 
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A product of the NOPREN/NCCOR collaboration is the imminent publication of papers developed specifically to connect research findings with the development and implementation of policy. The qualitative paper was developed to inform potential joint NOPREN/NCCOR efforts such as the development of  a broader scan on the current state of these issues – which Sheila talked about.  The essay paper discusses the unique opportunity provided by having a CDC based effort,  NOPREN,  collaborate with NCCOR, which serves a stakeholder coordination function, through the use of an NCCOR working group, Get Research Used. Finally, this year methods to accomplish these goals will be posted on NCCOR communication channels, thus stimulating capacity building.Thus expertise and resources mapping the current state of the science are synergized and  accelerated.



Illustrative Examples 



Childhood Obesity Declines 
• Purpose: To explore potential drivers of reported 

declines in childhood obesity, particularly those that 
influenced disparities 

• Sites: Anchorage, AK; Granville County, NC; New 
York, NY; Philadelphia, PA 
 Inventory of strategies: Schools, early child education, 

health care, community 
 Site visit protocols: Policy/program developer (how, why); 

policy/program implementer (how, where, 
facilitators/barriers [f/b]); community member (f/b, 
stakeholder involvement); evaluator (evidence) 
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Some communities in the United States have experienced declines in childhood obesity rates. The reasons for these reductions are not well understood. As an NCCOR collaborative project, RWJF is currently supporting a study to document community-specific childhood obesity reduction strategies. The main purpose is to examine the drivers of declines and better understand the reasons why improvements have been seen in some communities but not others. The NCCOR working committee, COBD, collaboratively developed a methodology and site inventories for examining these issues in three specific communities; site visits began in early 2015. Buidling upon this effort and in the spirit of building capacity, in 2014, NCCOR established a strategic alliance with The George Washington University’s Sumner M. Redstone Global Center for Prevention and Wellness to provide guidance on the research study and potentially examine additional communities that have seen declines. Studying additional communities or states would provide complementary insights into strategies that can be effective in reducing childhood obesity and informing future community-level interventions. Further, in 2015 the Matrix Project was begun, funded by OBSSR/NIH. Using the same sites and other completed studies of community initiatives (which include policy implementation) funded by NCCOR partners, this project will produce a matrix of measures and evaluation strategies in order to help identify which programs and policies appear to be effective with which populations, with particular emphasis on underserved and disadvantaged populations. Thus the Matrix project also has the potential to build research capacity and tools upon it’s completion.



Fogarty International Center Efforts 
• Held fall 2014 meeting on how to engage stakeholders 

around translational research and build researchers’ 
capacity in Latin America (LA) around childhood obesity 

• Next steps:  
 Stakeholders expressed interest in mapping LA efforts that 

may be applicable to evaluation 
 Four peer-reviewed papers being planned 

1. Contextual issues of childhood obesity in LA, such as urbanization 
2. Connecting research to policy 
3. Capacity building: Training community and health care workers to 

participate in research 
4. Research priorities 
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Note on paper 2): Lessons learned from case studies that illustrate how research was used to inform policies and how these policies have the potential to impact childhood obesityNote on paper 3): Does not focus on increasing capacity for care delivery. Acknowledgement that there are not many behavioral health researchers in Latin America and there is a need for training/increasing numbers of academic behavioral researchers as well. Note on paper 4): What are the next research priorities based on what we know to date about efforts to prevent/reduce childhood obesity in Latin America?



For More Information 

Learn more about NCCOR at www.nccor.org 

http://www.nccor.org/
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