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Narrow definition of policy analysis from professional perspective: 

“Policy Analysis is client-oriented advice relevant to public decisions and informed by social 
values.” Weimer and Vining, Policy Analysis: Concepts and Practice (1989). 

My comment on Beryl A. Radin, Policy Analysis in the Twenty-First Century (2019):

“Radin draws on her extensive scholarship and experience to produce a book that will be 
very valuable for those entering, or considering entering, the increasingly diverse field of 
policy analysis. By conveying the many contexts in which policy analysts practice, the 
book’s cases will help aspiring analysts better match their personal values to the varieties 
of roles available in the policy making process.”





Source: David L. Weimer, “Making Education Research More Policy Analytic,” in Gary Sykes, 
Barbara Schneider, and David N. Plank, eds.  Handbook of Education Policy Research. New York: 
Routledge (2009), 93–100.
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