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Primary audiences = Practitioners and policymakers
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You’re competing for attention
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Summary
Why this study?
What the study examined

What the study found

Mearly 45 p:rnﬂltnfﬂ:ldnﬂsr:p:atnﬂalﬂ:ha l—undpﬂl:ml.agcsw:n:n:a:lf 70 percent
for some subgroups

Low-performing students were more likely to repeat algebra [ but even students with
“B" grades and students with “proficient” scores repeated the course

Improvement when students repeated algebra [ varied based on initial course performance
and academic measure

Study implications and suggested next steps

Appendix A. Detailed information about the dataset and analysis

Appendix B. The multivariate analysis, multiple repeaters, and summer repeaters

Motes
References

Boxes

1 What determines whether a student repeats algebra I7
2 Identifying students who repeat algebra 1

3 Caleulating and defining student grade point averages

Tables

1 Algebra | repeating rates by student characteristic

2 Algebra | performance when students eook the course for the second time

3 Improvement in performance between the first and second time taking algebra 1




What the study found

Rates of repeating algebra | varied based on student characteristics. Not all repeaters were
low-performing students. Although achievement in algebra | improved on average when
students repeated the course, students who initially performed well in the course improved
on some measures but performed worse on others the second time around.

Nearly 45 percent of students repeated algebra |-and percentages were nearly 70 percent for some

subgroups

Some 44.3 percent of students in the study sample repeated algebra 1. The rates of repear-
ing algebra | varied by student characteristic (table 1) and were highest among students
in special education (69.6 percent), students with more than 18 absences in the year they

Table 1. Algebra | repeating rates by student characteristic

Student characteristic

Total

American Indian/Alaska Native
Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Male

English language leamer student
Mot an English language leamer student

Eligible
Mot eligible

Number of
repeaters Parcent repeating

1,505 44.3

24.0%*

Blex
35 T

41 3%
47 3%

BE T
39,35

51 3%
32.1%*




Tools
Help for planning, gathering, analyzing, or reporting data or research




Seek formal peer reviews for usefulness and presentation

* |sit clear what action or decision can be informed by the information in this

report?

* Was the time you spent reading this report commensurate with the benefit that
you received? Why or why not?

* Would you recommend this product to a colleague? Why or why not?



For large, complex projects: Summarize the summary

Page 1 of Executive Summary
contains all major points

Executive Summary Study Snapshot
(10-15 pages) (4 pages)




Customize to different audiences

Making the Most of Opportunities to Learn
What Works: A School District’s Guide
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If you haven't read it before, it's new to you

Updated for 201 4!

Back to School ,

with the

What Works Cl'earfnghousem\p

*Video on selecting a math curriculum
*What Works in Math resource page
*Information on Regional Educational Laboratories

Each year we provide educators with new ways the What Works Clearinghouse™ can help start the school year. We
review the research to find what works in education. In this feature, find tips based on a variety of WWC products.

Core Subjects

w The WWC has quick tips from our practice guides for math, langnage arts, and behavioral issues to
™™ 117 in your classroom! New from the WWC: Visit What Works in Math, your central source for
effective math programs, products, practices, and policies.

Front Office

Looking for the best evidence on math, reading, and other curricula? Use the Find What Works tool
@ o compare the research. Choosing new math programs, policies, or practices? Our new video can
show yvou how the WWC can help.

Announcements

.y Getthe latest from the WWC!
Subscribe to our

NewsFlash.

Follow us on

ﬂ Facebook or

g Thwitter.

Assembly

Meet John Woodward,
aaall Distinguished Professor and
Dean of the School of Education
at the University of Puget Sound. in
Tacoma, Washington. John served as the
panel chair for the practice guide

Improving Mathematical Problem
Solving in Grades 4 through 8. Watch
video materials based on the guide!




Connect the dots. Explain. Explain again.

Anticipate and address questions that your audience might have:

* Why is this topic or question important to me?

* How are these findings similar to or different from previous
studies?

* |s this part of a larger body of work you've done?

e Why do you do things that way?



In new product announcements:

Wait, we can explain. . ..

* Explaining how a study conducted in
another part of the country can still
be useful to you.

WWC Fact Check:
Test Your Knowledge...

If no studies meet standards, that means the

. : * Reminders of previous studies from
intervention doesn’t work.

the same project.

i) True i) False

* Highlighting other resources on the
same topic.

Selecting Math Instructional Materials

s, janis Educators want mathematics instructional materials that work. But whether it's for
i FEY textbooks, software, or other branded products, the vast research on these materials
— @ : can overwhelm any decision maker. So when it comes time for your school district to
R T, - ¥ ' replace math instructional materials, where do vou start? The What Works

Clearinghouse can help. In this video, find out how the WWC can serve as a resource
when selecting math instructional materials.

Ths ' © el scucancns moados disclal o, bt an e dencs dram
et retsarch. Thid s WWE o disa il bl o e anamed

Video: How to use the WWC to help select

Click the image to play
the presentation (04:13 minutes) math materials for your school




Help them make
connections

Capture interest
with graphics &
pertinent
examples

Customize
presentation to
different interests
and learning
preferences

To be a good communicator of research,
you need to think like a good teacher

Be clear what you
want them to learn
and/or do, and
why

Anticipate and
address likely
misunderstandings

Use their
questions as your
opportunity to
improve
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